Museums

Associanon of
Montana-

The Museums Association of Montarla
(MAM) promotes professionalism an

cooperation among the Museums of
Montana. MAM is an organization fof
all types of museums—art, history,

science and general—and individual
who are interested in improving and
strengthening Montana’s museums.
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Museums

Associanon o
Montana-

2009-2010
Museums Association of
Montana
Board Members

Bill PetersonPresident
Phone: 406-843-5247
E-mail: billpeterson@mt.gov

Pat Roath Vice President
Phone: 406-994-5285
E-mail: proath@montana.edu

Penny RedJiSecretary/Treasurer
Phone: 406-322-4588
E-mail:
predli@museumofthebeartooths.com

Robert M. Brown
Phone: 406-728-3476, ext. 1
Email: rmbrown@montana.com

Colleen Curry
Phone: 307-344-2262
Email: colleen_curry@nps.gov

Carrell Evans
Phone: 406-480-1455
E-mail:bcevans@midrivers.com

Kevin Kooistra-Manning
Phone: 406-256-6809
E-mail: kevinkm@ywhc.org

John G. Lepley
Phone: 406-622-5316
E-mail: 7lep@mtintouch.net

Tracy L. Livingston

Phone: 406-348-2533

Email:
hpmia@huntleyprojectmuseum.com

Jude Sheppard
Phone: 406-357-2590
E-mail: bimuseum@mtintouch.net

Amanda Streeter Trum
Phone: 406-444-4719
E-mail: astreetertrum@mt.gov

Chas Weldon
Phone: 406-256-6811
E-mail: ycm@tctwest.net

Membership Coordinator
Deb Mitchell
Phone: 406-444-4789
E-Mail: dmitchell@mt.gov
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To find out who won MAM'’s 1st Annual Tack Jar Conte st, look for the
tack l&n the following pages!
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THE NEW MAM MAP
MAM looks forward to distributing the new and
improved map of Mon tana’s member institutions this

spring. To obtain copies for distribution, contact
Deb Mitchell at dmi tchell@mt.gov or 406-444-4789.

The Museums Association of Montana
P.O. Box 1451
Helena, MT 59624




03/23/2010

Amanda Trum , Bill Peterson, and Penny Redli oet8ithx

Baucus’ Capitol Hill Senate Office, 2010
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES

American Association of Museums Annual Conference
Museums Without Borders

May 23-26, 2010—Los Angeles, California
WWW.aam-us.org

Art Museum Membership Conference

June 15-18, 2010—New Orleans, Louisiana

www.artmuseummembership.org

Mountain-Plains Museums Association
Monumental Visions: Carving the Future for Museums
September 13-17, 2010—Mt. Rushmore / Rapid City, South Dakota

www.mpma.net

American Association for State and Local History
Winds of Opportunity
September 22-25, 2010—Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

www.aaslh.org

If you are a MAM member and
have not received the discount
code, contact Deb Mitchell at

dmitchell@mt.gov or
(406)444-4789
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2010 FUR TRADE SYMPOSIUM

September 9", 10", and 11™

Commemorating the 200 " Anniversary of
the Fort at the Three Forks of the Mis  souri River

Sponsored by the Three Forks Area

Historical Society

For information and updates, write or call:
P.O. Box 116, Three Forks, MT 59752
museumthreeforks@aol.com
(406) 285-3644 or 285-3389

wer Call for MPMA SESSION PROPOSALS =+ | |3+

Check out MPMA's website:  www.mpma.net for a 2
proposal form ’

L%+ [ - +9-1 <. 9
ar, I

MPMA Conference: 2 =
September 13-17, 2010 Rapid City, South Dakota <- 9

Home to Mount Rushmore, Deadwood and Crazy
Horse

Check MPMA's website for suggestions on topics and |
guidelines for a successful session / workshop.
http://www.mpma.net/

MPMA: A Ten-state museum network /
MPMA is the professional service provider to museums in ten
states: Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North (* <- 9 3
Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas and Wyoming. 06 #2 %=3 %

CHECK OUT THESE NEW WEBSITES!
MHS Research Center's Montana History Revealed: http://mthistoryrevealed.blogspot.com

Yellowstone Gateway Museum’s Whithorn Online Database: http://yellowstone.pastperfect-online.com/
Montana Museum of Art & Culture: www.umt.edu/montanamuseum




Regional News: Yellowstone Country

Greetings from Yellowstone Country and its martgriesting and varied museums! As the Memorial Iz

&

weekend quickly approaches, many of these museumns Bozeman to West Yellowstone, are preparingter §
summer season and will be offering exciting newileihand events. A sampling of the Yellowstonautoy

museums includes a variety of types as well assa&d all encompass the rich history of this coofiélontana. 8
(X)

)
@
In Bozeman, thémerican Computer Museumis celebrating its 2Danniversary by providing free admission Q,-
its new location near the Montana State Univer@it$U) campus. The museum showcases the 20,000s ged

&

history of the information age with in-depth diggdaof over 1,000 artifacts. §
@
TheMuseum of the Rockiesalso located near the MSU campus, currently ha
several exciting exhibits, including an awardning changing exhibit entitled

2
“Survivor: Jamestown.” This exhibit, setthe 1607 Jamestown, Virginia colony

is an interactive and educational maze irctviparticipants make decisions that -
will impact whether or not they would have\sued in the colony. Adults seem @
have just as much fun, if not more, thandhié&dren going through the maze! Thig

exhibit will be at the museum through May Tkhe Museum of the Rockies also]

&

has a temporary exhibit (open through Maydf@rancisco Goya’s “Los §
Caprichos,” which includes 80 etchings by Goya thate published in 1799. Finally, the museum’s is1&m g
temporary exhibit, “Leonardo da Vinci: MachinesMiotion” (May 29 — September 6), will include 40lfscale

&

working models of some of his inventions. §
=

TheMuseum of the Beartoothsgn Columbus opened for the season on April 1 arsthésvcasing a new travelin
exhibit entitled “A Place Called Thorofare: Peopié]derness and Wildlife Management.” The Thorefaabin, -

located in the middle of the Greater Yellowstonedystem, was established in 1955 for wildlife resleand g
monitoring of most of the large mammal speciesindrea. It is managed by the Wyoming Game ard Fis

&

Department and is considered the most remote spbeilower 48 states. The exhibit chronicleshiséory of the
cabin, the region and the work conducted thereutiinghe years, and also discusses wildlife manageisgues
being tackled in the 2century. The exhibit will be open through Deceniiie %
In Livingston, theLivingston Depot Centeropens May 29 with two exhibits planned §
for this summer. One of them is a special trageéirhibit entitled “Sweat and Steel: S
An Exhibition of Paintings, Artifacts, Music and €&oy about Railroad Workers.” §
The other exhibit, “Rails Across the Rockies: A @en of People and Places,” is the g
Livingston Depot Center’s primary exhibit and shaaes the role that the railroad has g
played in this region’s history. The Center isoplerough September 6. @
i
TheYellowstone Historic Centerin West Yellowstone has several exciting news tgglaThey have complete
overhauled their website and the new version valfbing live in a few weeks at g’
www.yellowstonehistoriccenter.org. They have irlethlh large and new exhibit for the 2010 seasoitiezht g
“Wings Into West” which provides information on thestory of air service into West Yellowstone. Thenter g
will also hold its Celebration in July. §
Finally,Yellowstone National Park’s Heritage and Research @
Cente(HRC) in Gardiner will be providing public tours thfe
park’s collections from June 1 — Seyder 9. The tours will be
at 10:00 AM on Tuesdays and Thursdagsgive participants §
behind-the-scenes look at the archiMesry and museum e

collections. The HRC also has a terapoexhibit that 3

5 chronicles the three administrative periods (awiliU.S. Army, National Park Service) of the pdilhe Early [

| History of Yellowstone National Park, 1872 — 1918.” B
5 SO get ready for a wonderful spring and early summgerisiting some of the amazing museums and hestb é
& societies in Montana’s Yellowstone Country! Colleen Curry B

&)
%
g



museum insider  tips, news, & updates
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Sponsored by the Center for the Rocky Mountain West
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Travelers' Rest State Park in Lolo, Montana, will b e hosting a National Association for

Interpretation (NAI) Certified Interpretive Guide (

CIG) training workshop from April 26-29, 2010.

The CIG training is ideal for those currently engaged in professional front-line interpretation as well as for anyone considering
a career in parks, museums, or the tourism industry.

The four-day CIG training at Travelers' Rest State Park will be taught by Alan Leftridge of NAI and costs $450. The cost
includes instructional materials and NAI membership. Meals and lodging are not provided.

For more information about this opportunity, including a registration form and information about the CIG certification in
general, visit the NAI web site: www.interpnet.com and click on the "Trainings and Certifications" tab. To register, or if

you have specific questions about the Travelers' Rest State Park CIG workshop, contact instructor Alan Leftridge at
leftridge @blackfoot.net or Travelers' Rest State Park manager Loren Flynn at [flynn@travelersrest.org.

# | 23,45256 7/55 8 3/55

American Association of Museums
Online Workshops

[# - - 9 % &) &,
# - - %# Live Webinars:
Handling Non-Traditional Artifacts, April 21
Disaster Preparedness: Water & Works on Paper, May 5
Technology, Interpretation, & Education, June 23-29
"#8%& %'()30) Museum Essentials 2010, July-October
On Demand Webinars:
Preparing for Disaster
# /. ;, 4525 Collections Conundrums
I & . # Interpretive Planning Basics

’ Project Management Basics

Straight Talk: Museums Rising to the Financial Challenge
and others!
For more information, visit AAM’s website at
+., . _ http://www.aam-us.org/getinvolved/learn/index.cfm
AASLH Online Workshops
@- 2* ! . - $ B.
@ + =% @ + %$C/
)89 1*A@/  + )8%,
I*A@1  + 8%),

Please visit AASLH’s website http://www.aaslh.org/workshop.htm for how to register
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Recap of the 2010 Museums Association of Montana

Annual Conference in Butte
Held March 11— 13 on the Montana Tech Campus and th e Comfort Inn

The Museums Association of Montana (MAM) Board members are excited to announce that next year’s
annual conference will be held in Lewistown on March 23-25, 2011. It's been several years since the
conference was located in the heart of central Montana and we all look forward to the opportunity to
visit with new friends in Lewistown, as well as gathering with old acquaintances. If you have ideas for
workshops or sessions that can assist you best, let a MAM board member know. Our job is to provide
for a Conference that fits your needs (and likely fits the needs of many).

The 2010 Conference in Butte was well attended and it was a great chance for us to visit with
colleagues from Butte, as well as experiencing first-hand the most unique historic city in Montana. The
first day of the conference began with workshops for working with your board and enhancing Native
American collections, a guided tour of Butte, and a progressive reception at three of Butte’s best
museums. Nineteen classroom sessions followed on Friday and Saturday! Richard Sims, director of
the Montana Historical Society, Chris Fisk, an outstanding history teacher from Butte, and Peter and
Charlie Yegen, with the awarding of the Peter Yegen Jr. Award to Peter Yegen IV, provided the
banquet with an energetic message. Their words, actions, and accomplishments provided needed
inspiration. Congratulations to, RaeDeen Huepel of the Richey Historical Museum & Juanita
Kazmierowski of the Jefferson County Museum, the two scholarship winners, whom we hope to see in
Lewistown.

The importance of museums establishing partnerships
was reflected in a lunch program featuring Chere
Juisto, Director of the Montana Preservation Alliance,
and Amy Sullivan, Executive Director of the Montana
History Foundation. Chere and Amy are joined in this
photo by Monta Lee, Executive Director of The
Mountain-Plains Museums Association (MPMA) and
Bill Peterson, MAM Board President and Curator of
Interpretation & Education, Montana Heritage
Commission. The MPMA Annual Conference will be in
Rapid City this year, September 13-17.

Peter Yegen IV is congratulated by Bill Peterson,
the MAM Board president, after receiving the
Peter Yegen Jr. award for outstanding
contributions toward the advancement of
Montana’s museums. Peter Yegen IV has been
instrumental in securing and developing the
Yellowstone County Museum in Billings.
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2010 MAM Annual Conference Photos

Kendra Derrer, Pat Roath, Penny Redli,
and Amanda Streeter Trum explain how
to create and prepare mannequins for
exhibits. This was just one of the many
eclectic sessions offered in the 2010
conference.

Conference participants enjoy the annual live
auction during the evening banquet.
Congratulations and thanks to Edgar and
Mary Richardson of the Daniels County
Museum for purchasing the generous gift of
Richard Sims, who will be preparing a full
course dutch oven meal for their friends this
summer in Scobey.

Thanks goes to Bill Peterson and the local Butte planning committee that provided us with a glimpse of
Butte’s many offerings. Thanks to Comfort Inn for discounting room rates. Thanks to Montana Tech
for providing the great location and their attentive service. Thanks to Humanities Montana and the
Montana Cultural Trust for financial support of the conference. Thanks also to those who gave of their
time and talent as presenters and to everyone who attended this year. We look forward to Lewistown
next year. Please keep in mind some possible candidates for the Peter Yegen Award. The annual
conference scholarship applications should also be available in February.

Kevin Kooistra-Manning

Please join us for another exciting and informative Annual Conference
in Lewistown in 2011!

13




2010 Federal Grant Deadlines

National Endowment for the Humanities — NEH
Preservation Assistance for Smaller Institutions: May 18, 2010
Preservation and Access: July 1, 2010
Humanities Collections and Reference Resources: July 15, 2010
Collaborative Research: Deadline - October 28, 2010
National Digital Newspaper Program: Deadline - November 2, 2010
Sustaining Cultural Heritage Collections: Deadline - November 16, 2010
Questions? Contact: 800-NEH-1121 or 202-606-8269, publicpogms@neh.gov, or www.neh.gov

Institute for Museum and Library Services  — IMLS
Native American Library Services: Deadline - May 3, 2010

Save America’s Treasures: Deadline - May 21, 2010

Questions? Contact: 202-653-IMLS, imlsinfo@imls.gov or www.imls.gov/grants

See www.grants.gov for more grant opportunities
Note: All Federal Grant applicants are required to provide a Dun and Bradstreet (D&B) Data Universal
Numbering System (DUNS) number when applying for Federal grants or cooperative agreements.

2010 Montana Grant Sources
Humanities Montana

$

% Carroll College Professional Development Serieg

Carroll College in Helena, MT is proud to announce a new
. | " program, The Nonprofit Management Professional

’ Development Series (PDS). This new series of workshops
is designed for those working in nonprofit organizations or

- -1x
Montana Arts Council

(

those serving on nonprofit boards or volunteering in

nonprofits who want to improve the skills bring to their roles.
The workshops are non-credit, however, a Carroll College
transcript will be created and upon the completion of twelve
different workshops in this series, will lead to a Professional
Development Series, Nonprofit Management Series Award.

For further information please contact Dr. Russ Cargo at

rcargo@carroll.edu.

For more information please visit:

https://www.carroll.edu/academics/adult/nonprofit.cc
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Technology Assessments 101: What'’s in
your Inventory?

It's a safe bet that most museum professionals rely on
detailed collection catalogues to help them run their
museums, although many would be hard pressed to
produce documentation of their technology assets.
Preparing an inventory of hardware, software, services
and staff skills is an important first step in assessing
what works, what's broken and where improvements
are most needed.

Begin by collecting information on the physical
technology assets in your organization like computers
and printers. Record the manufacturer, model, service
tag or serial number, in-service date and warranty
details along with specifications such as processor type
& speed, amount of RAM and
hard disk capacity. A spread
sheet or simple database

table works well since you'll

be repeatedly collecting the
same types of information.
Once completed, the inventory
can tell you at a glance
whether your computers can
handle an operating system
upgrade and which is the oldest
that should be replaced.

For volume licenses of software like Microsoft Windows,
antivirus utilities or multi-user products like PastPerfect,
track the license agreement details including vendor,
expiration date, number of licenses currently in-use vs.
number acquired and product or installation keys. You'll
likely need the installation keys to reinstall a program
after replacing a failed hard drive or upgrading to a new
computer. If you have just a single license of an
important application like QuickBooks, store the
installation disks and license keys along with notes
about where the product is installed in a secure, central
location.

An inventory of staff technology skills can help save
time and money by identifying which staff members
require training and those who are the local experts in
computer troubleshooting or using important programs.
You may find that relying on staff to provide training is
more convenient and cost effective than classes or
hiring outside experts. When conducting a skills
inventory, keep in mind that interviews or testing
provide a more objective evaluation than self-reporting
since computer users commonly overestimate their
abilities.

After completing hardware, software and skills
inventories, it's time to move on to documenting the
communication services on which your museum
relies. For your Internet connection, record the user
name & password required to connect, the
connection settings and a tech support phone
number. This information should be provided by
your Internet service provider (ISP). If your Internet
connection uses a local router or gateway device,
you’ll want to record the brand, model, username
and password required to change the device’s
settings. Finally, user names and passwords for
staff email accounts should be listed along with e-
mail server connection information. This should
also be available from your ISP.

The last important area to document
is your museum'’s data backup
process. The backup description
should include a summary of the files
& folders backed up from each
computer in your office, how often

the backup occurs, where the backed
. up data is stored and who is
responsible for it.

Armed with a completed inventory,
you'll have a clearer picture of your
museum'’s technology assets and the information
necessary to answer questions like “Do we really
need to accept another donated computer?”, “Do we
have any web site design experts on staff?” or
“Oops, | accidentally deleted the board report. When
was the last backup?” Inventory information can
also serve as valuable inputs to your budgeting,
strategic planning and hiring processes.

Your museum'’s use of technology will change over
time so don'’t forget to keep your inventory current.
Turnover in staff, switching ISPs or the purchase of
a new computer are all good times to revisit your
technology inventory and ensure that it is up to date.

Derek Houseworth is a Kalispell-based technology
consultant serving nonprofit organizations
throughout Montana. He can be reached via emalil
at derek@houseworthconsulting.com or by
telephone at (406) 885-4664.
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April is Archaeology
Month
in Montana!

To find events near you, visit the
Montana Archaeological Society's
website at:

http://www.mtarchaeologicalsociety.org
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Advertise in the Museums Association of Montana Qua

rterly Newsletter H

The Museums Association of Montana has great opportunities for advertising in our Quarterly Newsletter,
great rates and an expanding subscription base. Our newsletter goes out to all members; over 100 at this
time. With your support we can increase that to over 300 quarterly issues. Our advertising rates below can
be received at a discount if you are a MAM member at the Benefactor and Corporate levels!

Advertisement Size Dimensions - H XW_ Cost MAM Benefactor/Corporate Member Rate
Y page (horizontal) 4" X 7%" $100 $90 / $80

Y4 page (vertical) 4" X 3% $50 $45 / $40

1/8 page (horizontal) 224" X 3" $25 $2250/%$2 0

For more information regarding membership and newsletter advertisement opportunities! Call Deb Mitchell at 406-
443-8219 or 444-4789,or email:dmitchell@mt.gov.

S

‘_-J
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SUPPORTERS

" MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION OF MONTANA

Thank you to our new and renewed members for the Spring 2010 quarter!

Renewed Members

Catholic Diocese/HLNA ARCH Helena Montana Historical Society

Clarks Fork Valley Museum Fromberg Frontier Gateway Museum

Custer County Art & Heritage Center Miles City Musselshell Valley Historical Museum
Jane Eudaily Dillon Bill Peterson

Montana Arts Council Helena Livingston Depot Foundation
Manhattan Area Historical Society Manhattan Paul Shea

Museum at Central School Kalispell Richard Sims

Huntley Project Museum of Irrigated Dorothy Stout

Agriculture Huntley . L

Madison Valley History Assoc. Inc. Ennis Stevensville Historical Museum

Moss Mansion Historic House Museum  Billings Yellowstone Count.y Mgseum .
Joyce Mayer Billings Sanders County Historical Old Jail Museum

New Memberships

Richey Historical Society

Legacy Doll Museum Billings ) .

Blaine County Wildlife Museum Chinook Great Plains Dino Museum
Kendra Derrer Helena Missoula Art Museum
Rowena Harrington Helena Yellowstone Art Museum

Helena

Glendive
Roundup
Virginia City
Livingston
Livingston
Helena

Dillon
Stevensville
Billings
Thompson Falls

Richey
Malta
Missoula
Billings

©)
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MEMBERSHIP FEES:

Institutional Member

*Newsletter

Membership decal

eListing on the MAM map (2008 map)
eListing on the MAM website

*One vote at annual membership meeting

Annual Operating Budget

Below $50,000 $25
$50,000 - $100,000 $ 35
$100,000 - $200,000 $ 45

Above $200,000 $ 55
Extra Newsletter $10
Benefactor $100

*Newsletter
*10% advertising discount in Newsletter
«Listing on the MAM website

Corporate (for profit)
*3 Newsletters
*Membership decal
*20% advertising discount in Newsletter
«Listing on the MAM website

$300

Individual Member $ 20
*Newsletter (published quarterly)

MEMBERSHIP FORM

(Membership Year now runs from your date of payment)

K5

Join MAM Today & Encourage
Others to be a part of MAM!

Big news! Your MAM Annual Membership is
yearly based on your date of payment. This
new service has been implemented to provide
your organization the full annual benefits of
MAM.

If you haven't already renewed—please send
in your membership to keep connected to your
peers! And tell others about all that MAM has
to offer small museums! Use this convenient
membership form or download the form at our
website:

http://www.montanamuseums.org

MAM provides access to lots of museum
resources—the annual conference, quarterly
newsletter, technical workshops, annual
awards, conference scholarships, and a
network of support and promotion of museum
issues. With your membership or donation
we can continue to bring professionalism to
and cooperation among all of Montana's
museums.

MEMBERSHIP SUPPORTS MAM AND YOUR
MUSEUM!

So that we can better serve you, please fill in all

Organization (you are associated with):

information and return form and payment to address below.

Individual/Contact (year round contact):

Title:

Mailing Address (City/State/Zip):

Street Address (City/State/Zip—need for map):

Phone Number (year round contact number):

Fax:

(Circle One) Tourist Country Region — Custer / Glacier / Gold West / Missouri River / Rus

Email Address:

Seasons/Hours of Operation:

Make checks payable to:

Museums Association of Montana

Send above form and check to:
P.O. Box 1451, Helena, Montana, 59624

sell / Yellowstone
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c/o MHS
P.O. Box 201201
Helena, MT 59620-1201

Visit the MAM Website at
WWWw.montanamuseums.org
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