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FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES  
FOR THE NEXT ISSUE  IS  

May 15, 2009 
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The Museums Association of 
Montana (MAM) promotes 
professionalism and cooperation 
among the Museums of  Montana.  
MAM is an organization for all types 
of museums—art, history, science 
and general—and individuals who 
are interested in improving and 
strengthening  Montana’s museums. 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Members, 

 

I would like to start this message with a note of thanks to Kevin 
Kooistra-Manning, the Yellowstone Heritage Center and all of our 
colleagues in Billings at the Moss Mansion and Yellowstone County 
Museum who made the 2009 Museums Association of Montana 
Annual Conference one of the most successful in our history.  I am 
always pleased to deliver good news to our membership.   Say what 
you will about the current economic times but MAM is in a position of 
continued financial good health.  Over the last decade or so this 
organization has made slow, steady, and responsible financial growth 
resulting in long-term stability.  None of which would have been 
possible without the support of you, our members. 

  I would like to welcome new Board members -  Amanda 
Streeter-Trum from the Montana Historical Society, Carrell Evans from 
the Mondak Heritage Center, and Chas Weldon from the Yellowstone 
County Museum to the Board.  These people bring a wide range of 
experiences and new energy to our group. 

 Saying goodbye to a dear friend and colleague is never easy.  
But after more than twenty years on the MAM Board of Directors Sue 
Near has decided that it is time to let others help guide us.  She was 
sorely missed in Billings as she had a scheduling conflict, but Sue, we 
appreciate your years of service and knowledge lent to Montana’s 
Museums during your term.  We will miss having you on the Board. 

 In order to serve our members at the highest level possible the 
MAM Board of Directors recently attended a two day planning session.  
It was a great opportunity to check the health of the organization while 
moving forward with our services to Montana’s museums.  This 
session allowed us to focus on the things we are doing well giving us a 
roadmap for the next few years.  All of which means better service to 
Montana Museums.   If you are not a member I urge you to become 
one, and I encourage you to view our website and contact us if you 
think we can assist you in any way. 

 

Regards, 

 

Bill Peterson 
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2009-2010 
Museums Association of 

Montana 
Board Members 

 
Bill Peterson, President 
    Phone: 843-5247 
    E-mail: billpeterson@mt.gov 
 
Penny Redli, Secretary/Treasurer 
    Phone:  322-4588 
    E-mail:  
predli@museumofthebeartooths.com 
 
Kevin Kooistra-Manning 
    Phone:  256-6809 
    E-mail:  kevinkm@ywhc.org 
     
John G. Lepley 
    Phone:  622-5316 
    E-mail:  7lep@mtintouch.net 
 
Susan Stewart 
    Phone:  252-1289 
    E-mail: plentycoups@plentycoups.org 
 
Amanda Streeter-Trum 
    Phone:  444-4719 
    E-mail:  atrumstreeter@mt.gov 
 
Pat Roath 
   Phone: 994-5285 
   E-mail:  proath@montana.edu 
 
Jude Sheppard 
    Phone: 357-2590 
    E-mail: blmuseum@mtintouch.net 
 
Bette Hull  
    Phone: 683-5027 
    E-mail: bvhdmuseum@bmt.net.   
 
Jim Beley 
   Phone: 322-4412 
   E-mail: jammerjim114@gmail.com 
 
Carrell Evans 
   Phone: 
   E-mail: 
 
Chas Weldon 
   Phone: 
   E-mail: 

 
Membership Coordinator 
Deb Mitchell 
     Phone:  444-4789 
     E-Mail: dmitchell@mt.gov 

�

  
 
 

The following change to the MAM bylaws was approved by the membership at 
the annual meeting in Billings on March 13, 2009: 

 
ARTICLE III: GOVERNING BODY:  
A. Title and composition 

The governing body of this Association shall be known as the Board 
of Directors. The Board shall consist of thirteen (13) voting 
members of the Association.  The Board of Directors shall as much 
as possible be representative of all geographic areas in the state of 
Montana, and of the size and discipline of the museum 
members.  The Board of Directors shall include an Executive 
Committee as described in Article IV of these bylaws. Seven (7) of 
the members of the board shall constitute a quorum. 
  A simple majority of the current members of the board shall 
constitute a quorum.  
 
The reason for this change is that the Board of Directors has consistently found it 
difficult to fill all 13 positions on the board. Changing the quorum number to a 
majority of the current board members allows the board to more easily obtain a 
quorum and therefore conduct business, regardless of how many positions are 
unfilled.  

 

See Article III:C of the Bylaws for information on the process of filling vacant 
board positions. The complete Bylaws, a list of the current board members, and 
other organizational information can be found on the MAM website. 

 

A Special Thank You To Billings Curation Center and David Wade 

The MAM Board would like to extend a very special t hank you to David 

Wade and the Billings Curation Center for providing  space for our 

board meeting and for the great tote bags that were  given out to 

attendees.  We were provided with such generous hos pitality from the 

Curation Center, that we are providing them with a complimentary 

year-long membership to MAM.   

 

MAM’s address:  
P.O. Box 1451 

Helena, MT  59624 
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MAM Board works to get it right! 

 On March 26 through 28 the MAM Board met in Helena with Beki Brandborg. Beki led us through a 
number of exercises to help us better understand our strengths and weaknesses, and gain direction for our 
organization. What emerged was a strategic plan that supports our mission of helping Montana’s museums become 
better at their missions. The strategic directions identified at this meeting are:       
  

•Continue to provide good benefits to the MAM members 

•Provide MAM members with good professional development opportunities. 

•Pursue and prepare for the Federal Formula Grant funds. 

•Grow the professional abilities of the MAM Board members. 

•Maintain the current and grow MAM’s revenue streams. 

 

 While none of these directions are surprising, it is always helpful to have them clearly stated and backed up 
by planned actions. The complete Strategic Plan that was outlined at this meeting is available on our website. 

 

 The MAM Board will meet again in Dillon on June 18 & 19. This is our regular quarterly meeting, but we 
also will be discussing active ways to implement our strategic plan. We’d love your input! Please review the plan 
on the MAM website and contact a Board member with your thoughts and ideas. 
 

 

 

 

Survey of Small Museums 
Media Survey-Its Role and Creation in Small Museum  

 
 Please take 5 minutes to answer a very, very short  survey to help us the Public 
History List-serve group better understand how you are working with media: 

 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=3DRUCZGgyxHpl rabGFlxV_2fjw_3d_3d 

 
For the purposes of this survey small museums are d efined as: 

 
 typically have an annual budget of less than $250, 000, operate with a small 
staff with multiple responsibilities, and employ vo lunteers to perform key staff 
functions. Other characteristics such as the physic al size of the museum, collections 
size and scope, etc. may further classify a museum as small." 

 
 The Public History List-serve will use the results  of the data from this survey 
to inform two upcoming museum conferences. One sess ion will take place at Association 
of Children’s Museums conference, "Five Minute Mati nee," on Tuesday, April 28 at 
3:00pm and the other at American Association of Mus eums conference, "Low Budget/Big 
Impact," on Friday, May 1, from 9:00-10:15am. Pleas e join us at the annual meeting if 
you can! 

 
 Thank you for your participation and sharing with your colleagues! 
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Rocky Mountain College Library is pleased to bring you Managing an Archive Program, made possible through a National 
Endowment for the Humanities Grant. 

 

Do you have all the different policies and statements needed to manage your archives?  Are they up to date?  Come and spend 
the morning going through all the different forms needed to keep your archives organized.  We will take a look at such forms as 
the Statement of Authorization, the all important Mission statement, Acquisition Policy, and the form which can help you keep 
your archives active into the future -  the Perseveration Policy.  Basic concepts about managing an archive will be discussed, 
but most of the morning will be spent in smaller groups going through various exercises and developing policies.  

 

In the afternoon, we shift to preservation concerns.  We will discuss some basic preservation techniques for photographs and 
personal papers.  How should we preserve our photographs?  How should we organize our personal papers?  Is there any 
special way to organize all this important personal history?  

 

Presenter: Eileen Wright Montana State University- Billings Special Collections Librarian. 

Where: Rocky Mountain College 1511 Poly Dr.; Tech Hall Room 14* 

When: Friday, May 8, 2009. Morning Session 9-12 Afternoon Session 1-4. 

Who: The morning session is geared primarily towards institutions such as libraries, museums, historical societies, etc where as 
the afternoon session will be for institutions as well as the general public. 

Cost: Free 

Parking:  Free, ignore the signs that say you need a permit. 

Please RSVP by: Friday May 1, 2009 to otteb@rocky.edu or 406-657-1086 

Please Specify if you want the morning session only, afternoon session only or both sessions. 

*A map of the campus can be found at: http://www.rocky.edu/admissions/CampusMap.shtml Tech Hall is number 10 on the 
map and the entrance is on the east side of the building. 

If you have any questions please contact Bobbi Otte otteb@rocky.edu  or Alice O’Reilly alice.oreilly@rocky.edu 

   NEW TRAVEL  GUIDE  FEATURES SOUTHWEST  MONTANA  HERITAGE  & CULTURE  
 
 
The Montana Preservation Alliance (MPA) in cooperation with 18 communities in Southwest Montana has 
released Of Sage & Stone: A Guide to Southwest Montana’s Rural Treasures. This new full-color travel guide 
takes visitors down back roads and scenic byways to the doorsteps of artists studios, galleries, museums, historic 
sites and more. The guide book costs $5 are available at venues across Southwest Montana and online at 
www.ofsageandstone.com.  

 
 

 

For more information contact:  

Christine W. Brown, Outreach & Education Director 

Montana Preservation Alliance 

120 Reeder's Alley 
Helena, MT 59601 

406.457.2822 

www.preservemontana.org 
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UPCOMING  CONFERENCES  
 
American Association for State and Local History 
Annual Meeting  
August 26–29, 2009—Indianapolis, Indiana  
615-320-3203, www.aaslh.org 
 

Mountain Plains Museums Association  
Annual Meeting and Conference  
New West Solutions in Old West Settings 
October 5-9, 2009—Cheyenne, Wyoming 
303-979-9358, info@mpma.net, www.mpma.net 
 
Montana History Conference 
October 15-17, 2009—Great Falls, Montana  
406-444-4741, klambert@mt.gov; Kirby Lambert  
Montana Historical Society; www.montanahistoricalsociety.org 
 
 
Museums Association of Montana 
March , 2010—, Dillon,Montana (tentative) 
www.montanamuseums.org 
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2009 Federal Grant Deadlines 
National Endowment for the Humanities – NEH 
Humanities Collections & Reference Resources 
Deadline:  July 1, 2009 
Family and Youth Programs 
Deadline: August 26, 2009 
America’s Historical & Cultural Organizations—Planning or Implementation 
Deadline: August 26, 2009 

 Questions? Contact: 800-NEH-1121 or 202-606-8269, publicpgms@neh.gov, or www.neh.gov 

Institute for Museum and Library Services  – IMLS 
American Heritage Preservation Grants 
Deadline: September 15, 2009 
Conservation Project Support 
Deadline:  October 1, 2009 

 Questions? Contact: 202-653-IMLS, imlsinfo@imls.gov or www.imls.gov/grants  

National Endowment for the Arts—NEA 

Challenge America:Reaching Every Community Fast –Track Review Grants 

Deadline: May 28, 2009 

 Go to: www.arts.gov/grants/apply/Museums.html or www.arts.gov 

          See www.grants.gov for more grant opportunities 
Note: All Federal Grant applicants are required to provide a Dun and Bradstreet (D&B) Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number 
when applying for Federal grants or cooperative agreements. 
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Please visit the website < http://
www.campbellcenter.org > for 
detailed information about course 
content and length, scholarships, 
accommodations, and 
transportation.  
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Advertise in the Museums Association of Montana Qua rterly Newsletter  
 

The Museums Association of Montana has great opportunities for advertising in our Quarterly 
Newsletter, great rates and an expanding subscription base. Our newsletter goes out to all members; 
over 100 at this time. With your support we can increase that to over 300 quarterly issues. Our 
advertising rates below can be received at a discount if you are a MAM member at the Benefactor and 
Corporate levels! 
  

Advertisement Size  Dimensions - H X W   Cost   MAM Benefactor/Corporate Member Rate  

½ page (horizontal) 4 ½” X  7 ½”    $100.  $90. / $ 80. 

¼ page (vertical) 4 ½” X  3 ½”    $ 50.  $45. / $40 . 

1/8 page (horizontal) 2 ½” X  3 ½”   $ 25.  $22.50 / $ 20. 

For more information regarding membership and newsletter advertisement opportunities! Call Deb Mitchell at 
406-443-8219 or 444-4789,or email:dmitchell@mt.gov. 

       

    2010 Montana Grant Sources  
   

     Humanities Montana 

 

 

        

      

      

 

     Montana Arts Council 
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      MEMBERSHIP FORM     

    (Membership Year now runs from your date of payment) 
 

 
 
   
 
MEMBERSHIP FEES: 
   
   Institutional Member  
    •Newsletter 
    •Membership decal       
    •Listing on the MAM map (2008 map) 
    •Listing on the MAM website 
    •One vote at annual membership meeting 
 
     Annual Operating Budget  
     Below $50,000           $  25 ___ 
     $50,000 - $100,000    $  35 ___ 
     $100,000 - $200,000  $  45 ___ 
     Above $200,000         $  55 ___ 
 
     Extra Newsletter             $ 10 _____ 
 
   Benefactor                     $100     ____ 
     •Newsletter 
     •10% advertising discount in Newsletter    
     •Listing on the MAM website 
 
  Corporate (for profit)     $300 ____ 
    •3 Newsletters 
    •Membership decal 
    •20% advertising discount in Newsletter �
    •Listing on the MAM website  
 
Individual Member       $  20   _____ 
   •Newsletter (published quarterly) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
So that we can better serve you, please fill in all  information and return form and payment to address  below. 
 
 Organization (you are associated with):____________________________________________________________ 
 
 Individual/Contact (year round contact): ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 Title:   ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Mailing Address (City/State/Zip): _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Street Address (City/State/Zip—need for map): _____________________________________________________ 
 
 Phone Number (year round contact number):____________________________   Fax:  _____________________ 
  
(Circle One) Tourist Country Region — Custer Glacier Gold West Missouri River Russell Yel lowstone  
 Email Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Seasons/Hours of Operation: _________________________________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to:  Museums Association of Montana   
Send above form and check to:  

           P.O. Box 1451, Helena, Montana, 59624  

 

Join MAM Today & Encourage 
Others to be part of MAM! 

Big news! Your MAM Annual Membership is 
yearly based on your date of payment.  This 
new service has been implemented to provide 
your organization the full annual benefits of 
MAM.    

 

If you haven’t already renewed—please send  
in your membership to keep connected to your 
peers!  And tell others about all that  MAM has 
to offer small museums!  Use this convenient 
membership form or download the form at our 
website:  

http://www.montanamuseums.org 
 
MAM provides access to lots of museum 
resources—the annual conference, quarterly 
newsletter, technical workshops, annual 
awards, conference scholarships, and a 
network of support and promotion of museum 
issues. With your membership or donation 
we can continue to bring professionalism to 
and cooperation among all of Montana's 
museums. 
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* �Thursday, May 7, 2009 from  8:30 to 10:30 a.m. at the Paris Gibson Square Museum of Art 
located at 1400 1st Ave N, Great Falls, MT 59401 

* Thursday, May 7, 2009 from  2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the Mountain West Bank, Real Estate 
Center located at 2021 North Montana Ave, Helena, MT 59604-6013� 

* Friday, May 8, 2009 from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. at the MSU Billings Downtown Conference 
Center located at 214 N Broadway, Billings, MT 59101 

  

To register go to http://www.benevon.com/introductory-sessions/western and fill out the registration 
form. RSVP Required! Space is Limited.  Questions please contact Jan Slack at 206-428-2156 or 
jan.slack@benevon.com .   
  

 In this FREE seminar learn a tested system to identify and cultivate donors who love your mission—donors who will give 
for operations, capital, and endowment—even during challenging financial times. Learn how to engage your community in your 
organization's mission and to inspire giving, even in a lagging economy. Designed for board members, executive directors, CEOs, and 
fund development professionals, this entry-level seminar will give you the fundamentals to embark on the path to sustainability and 
grow your major gifts programs year after year. 

In this Introductory Session, you will learn:  

 

�� An overview of the Benevon Model, an organic system for building sustainable funding for the mission of your 
organization from multiple-year individual donors 

�� How to implement mission-focused, permission-based fundraising 

�� How to identify and personally cultivate donors who are passionate about our mission 

�� How to make your organization more visible in your community 

 
��

Contact:  
���������	� �������	�
�������
���

����
� � �
������������  
���������������  
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Did You Know? About Montana the Magazine of Western History? 
 

Montana The Magazine of Western History has been published by the Montana Historical Society since 1951 and circulates to 
nearly 10,000 MHS members, subscribers, and to newsstand buyers.  It also circulates to the Western History Association which 
is a national organization that includes history professionals, university professors, western writers, academic and public 
historians, and history enthusiasts from all over the world.  

 

-The magazine and its authors have won numerous prestigious and national awards, including Wrangler Awards, Spur Awards, 
and others too numerous to mention. 

 

-A comprehensive index is available free online.   

 

- The Montana Historical Society maintains an inventory of current and back issues that can be purchased. 

 

-As a Museum or Museum Store, you can request wholesale discounts on current and back issues, resell the magazines, and 
make a profit. 

 

-The magazine is an outreach tool that can be used to advertise your museums, exhibits, events, fund-raising efforts, and 
memberships. 

 

-The magazine can be used as a benefit to people who belong to your organization. You can use it as a gift to top donors for 
example. 

 

    

 

The State Employees’ Charitable Giving Campaign Wan ts You!   

Be part of $500,000 in giving by Montanans! 
 Every fall all 13,000+ state employees are invited  to give to their choice of non-
profit organizations – and you are invited to make sure your community’s museum is on that 
list and receives its share. 

 State employees are incredibly generous and donate d over a half million dollars in 
their 2009 payroll deduction giving, what is called  the State Employees’ Charitable Giving 
Campaign or SECGC.  Support to museums was part of this great effort, but many Montana 
museums were not on the list.  Let’s change that! 

 Here are the high points and easy-to-do steps to a pply. 

1.  First of all, the deadline to apply is May 15. 

2.  E-mail Candy Score at the State of Montana Depa rtment of Administration, cscore@mt.gov.  
Ask her to e-mail you the SECGC Application. 

3.  An applicant museum (or any non-profit you reco mmend) must have a 

501(c)(3) designation from the IRS; spend the bulk of the proceeds they receive from the 
Campaign in Montana; be registered to do business w ith the Secretary of State’s Office 
(which is both easy and very affordable, check the SOS website at mt.gov); and a few other 
requirements. 

4.  Applications are mailed to the state.  Enclose copies of 1) your IRS non-profit 
document, 2) the web page verifying registration of  your organization with the Secretary of 
State, 3) a 25-word description of your museum/non- profit, 4) the signed agreement, and 5) 
the application fee of $40.00. 

 

 Questions? Call Beki Brandborg, Campaign Coordinat or, at 442-2265 and 431-2151. 
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Montana County History Initiative Moving Forward 
 
 The Montana County History Initiative (MCHI) is the Montana Historical Society’s latest statewide outreach 
effort.  Rich Aarstad, archivist/oral historian, and Jeff Malcomson, government records archivist, spent the past year 
working with staff from all programs of the Historical Society to create the MCHI.  The goals of this broad-based initiative 
are to build relationships among people working with Montana’s local history and heritage resources, and to provide 
support in the form of training and expertise.  With more than two dozen county centennials approaching over the next 
dozen years, the Montana Historical Society hopes to assist counties and local governments, museums, librarians, and 
educators alike to celebrate the riches of their own community heritage.  Through the MCHI, the Society’s staff offers 
numerous workshop-type programs on topics as diverse as historic preservation, archaeology, community history, 
archives and museum methods, oral history, and utilizing heritage education in the classroom. 

 
 The first phase of this initiative was to create a steering committee of 24 individuals (four persons from each of 
Montana’s six tourism regions) to help promote the effort.  Members were selected from among the state’s museum 
professionals, librarians, historic preservationists, and educators.  The steering committee met in May 2008 in Helena for 
a two-day workshop during which members listened to presentations about the broad range of assistance offered by the 
MHS staff to local institutions.  Steering committee members also received numerous publications and resources to 
support training in local and community history, including digital recorders for oral history projec ts .  These resources 
are available for public use  from an institution in each region.   

 

 The second and current phase of the initiative is the holding of six regional meetings or workshops around the 
state to provide training to a broader base of professionals and volunteers.  Steering committee members planned these 
regional meetings and are handling the local arrangements while MHS offers funding and staff for any workshops (chosen 
from a workshop menu) requested by the regional planners.  The first regional meeting took place on Nov. 7 & 8 in 
Forsyth, Montana, covering the southeastern part of the state from Billings to the Dakota line.  The other five regional 
meetings, each reflecting the particular needs and interests of its local planners, will take place over the next five months 
reaching every corner of Big Sky Country.   

 

The list of remaining regional meetings: 

 

· Yellowstone Country, April 24-25, 2009 – Columbus, MT:  “Digging Up Treasure: Preserving Your Past 
Through Objects & Oral History” 

 

· Missouri River Country, May 1-2, 2009 – Sidney, MT: “Celebrating Counties and Communities: A 
Montana County History Initiative Conference” 

 

· Glacier Country, May 7-8, 2009 – Missoula, MT: “Changing Landscapes: A Montana County History 
Initiative Conference” 

 More details about specific programs and workshops for the up-coming conferences will be available soon-watch 
for announcements.  For questions or further information please contact Jeff Malcomson at jmalcomson@mt.gov; 444-
7427 or Rich Aarstad raarstad@mt.gov; 444-6779. 
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 c/o MHS 
 P.O. Box 201201 
 Helena, MT  59620-1201 

 
 
 
 

 
Visit the MAM Website at  
www.montanamuseums.org  

 

      Mountain-Plains Museums Association Conferenc e Scholarships Available! 

 

A number of scholarships are available to attend the MPMA conference in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, October 5-9, 2009. 

  Application Deadline is: June 26, 2009.   

Check out the opportunities on www.mpma.net 

 

Partial funding for the Museums Association of Montana Newsletter was 
provided by the Montana Historical Society and a Cultural & Aesthetic 
Grant from Montana’s Cultural Trust.   


