On Track with Your Museum:
Education, Exhihits, Public Interaction
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Museums Association of Montana
2008 Annual Conference ~ March 5-8 ~ Livingston, Montana
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2008 MAM Conference Registra tion Form

Please complete a separate form for each individual and send to:
Museums Association of Montana
P.O. Box 1451 Helena, MT 59624
PleaseMakeCheckgpayabldéo MAM

NAME:

MUSEUM POSITION:

INSTITUTION:
ADDRESS:
PHONE:
EMAIL ADDRESS:
Registration (Register by March 1st):
Individual: Includes Meals $110
Additional Participants from same Institution: $100
Thursday Workshops & Tours (Register by March 1st):
Check Appropriate Box:
I Paradise Valley History & Yellowstone National
Park Heritage & Research Center $35
I IHave It, Now How Does It Work? : Past Perfect $20
I Walking Tour of Historic Livingston $10
Extra Meal Tickets:
Friday Lunch: $15
Friday Banquet: $30
TOTAL: $

This is my first MAM Conference: !
Please note any special dietary requirements:




2008MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION OF MONTANA
Annual ConferenceScholarship
March 6, 7, & 8 ~ Livingston, Montana

The Museum#\ssociatiorMontands pleased to announce the availability of annual
conference scholarships in which the conference registration fees will be waived. If you are
affiliated with an institution with an annual operating budget of $100,000+, you are not
eligible, unless you are an unpaid/volunteer staff member. Preference will be given to those
who demonstrate financial need, are first time conference attendees, and those new to the
Museum profession. Scholarship recipients must also be individual members of MAM, if not,
you must register for an individual membership at a cost of $20. Recipients will be required to
attend the entire conference and will be introduced at the banquet on Friday. MAM
scholarship recipients are awarded on a one-time basis, therefore, awardees from previous

years are not eligible to apply.

Applicationmustbe postmarkedho laterthanFebruary20th,2008.

Scholarshipwinners will be notified via phone, by February 25th, 2008
Please send your completed application to:

MAM Scholarship, Telephone(406)444-4789
PO.Box 1451 Email: dmitchell@mt.gov
HelenaMT 59624

Applications receivedafter the postmark deadlinewill not be considered.

APPLICATION:
ApplicantName:

Institution:

Mailing Address:

Phone/Fax/Email:

Are you anindividual memberof MAM? Yes No
Is yourinstitutionaMAM member? Yes No
Haveyou attendech MAM annualconference? Yes No
Are you a paidemployeeof your museum/intuition? Yes No
Haveyoureceiveda MAM scholarshipefore? Yes No

Whatareyour estimatedexpensesor attendingghe 2008MAM Conference?
If all expensesrenotcoveredby theaward,will youstill attendthe conference?
Whatis your museung&annualbudget?

What are your reasons for attending the annual conference? How do they fit into your personal

and professional goals?

Briefly outlineyour experiencevith museumsandany specialmuseunprojectsthatyou have

workedon/arecurrentlyinvolvedin.




WEDNESDMARCS 2008

1:00PM-5:00M
MAMBoardVieeting MAM members are welcome to sitin.
Location: Yellowstone Gateway Museum, 118 West Chinook

THURSBHNARCSE 2008

8:00D3:00AM
Conferenc®egistration Best Western Yellowstone Inn Lobby
SilentAuction Drop-Off Mountain View Room

9:0004:00PM
Tour-Paradis&/alleyHistoryand
Yellowston@&lationaParkHeritag& ResearciCenterGardiner
Tour guide: Brian Sparks, Director, Yellowstone Gateway Museum
YNP Heritage Center guide: Colleen Curry, Curator,
Yellowstone National Park
Bus leaves front door of Best Western Yellowstone Inn at 9:00 am (lunch is
included). After lunch, participants will be free to explore the Heritage Center
exhibits or library, or check out Gardiner in winter!

12:30-4:0°M
IHavdt, NowHowDoedtWork?PastPerfecBasicswWorkshop
Presenter: Heather Miles
Location - Yellowstone Room
Many museums in Montana use Past Perfect software for museum cataloging.
Ms. Miles will address how a museum can customize and innovate with Past Perfect
to utilize it effectively. She will address accessions and object id numbers, search
terms and biographies, imaging capabilities, legal documentation, and pdf files.
Participants are encouraged to bring their own laptop computers with Past Perfect
installed.

1:00-3:00M (orso)
Walkinglrourof Downtowr ivingston
Tour Guide: Bob Ebinger
Bob serves on the board of the Yellowstone Gateway Museum board and is,
active in Livinsgton preservation activities. He co-wrote Livingston's walking tour
pamphlet. He will lead participants on an architectural and historic tour of downtown
Livingston. Meet in hotel lobby at 1:00.




5:30-8:06M
Progressiv®eception
5-6:30 Livingston Depot Center: wine & cheese (200 W. Park)
6:30-8:00 Yellowstone Gateway Museum of Park County: hors d'oeuvres
&deserts (118 W. Chinook)

FRIDAMARCH 2008

7:30AM-12:0(PM
ConferencedRegistration Lobby (Best Western Yellowstone Inn)
SilentAuctionDropOff -  Mountain View Room
MAM & MPMA membership table set up Lobby/Mountain View Room

8:00-8:45AM
Welcome:
MoreMoneyorYourMuseumEederaFormulaGrant
Presenter- Paul Shea
Location - Yellowstone Room
Find out what this will mean for your institution!

8:45D9:00AM
Break- Poolside

9:00- 10:15AM
Objectson Exhibit:SelectiorandProtection
Presenter —Pat Roath
Location — Yellowstone Room 1
Most of us have many more objects than we can possibly exhibit and  that's
a good thing! But how do you decide which objects are appropriate for exhibit,
and how do you protect them while they are on display? We'll discuss the
principles of selecting and protecting museum objects for exhibit.

Roundtable OpenForum
Mediators -MAM Board members
Location—Paradise Room
Bring your concerns, questions, weird situations: maybe between the lot of
us, we'll come up with some answers. Or at least, you'll feel a little less stressed
aboutitwhenwe're done.




Housekeepinon HistoricHouseMuseums
Presenters -V ic Reiman, Peggy Gow
Location — Yellowstone Room I
Preservation of collections requires knowledge, patience and common
sense.What can you safely do to care for your museum collections while keeping
a clean house for your visitors? Get some great information and guidelines from
experienced practitioners.

10:19910:30AM
Break- Poolside

10:30-11:48M
MuseumsndSchoolsb
CommorGroundwith IndianEducatiorfor All
Presenter: Richard Sims
Location —Paradise Room
Museums and schools are finding common ground, and new partnerships,
as they work together on projects related to Indian Education for All. A successful
inaugural grant program will be reviewed, with many examples of innovative
partnership projects and best practices.

BasicSmallTownMuseunSecurity
Presenter- Bart Fitzgerald
Location - Yellowstone Room |
Mr. Fitzgerald will share information and experiences regarding common
security vulnerability. He will provide methods that small museums can
accomplish to enhance the security of their exhibits and collections.

12:00 1:15PM- Lunch & MAMAnnualMeeting
Keynoteaddress:
SavingStuff:Howto CareForandPreserveYourCollectibles,
HeirloomsandOtherPrizedPossessions
Presenter: Don Williams
Location —Poolside
A general overview of collections management based on his book Saving
Stuff, Don Williams will give an entertaining and informative presentation on a
topic we are professionally, and often personally, invested in.




1:30-3:00PM
ResearchindlistoridFiguresandEventdortheNonprofessional
Presenter—Lee Whittlesey
Location — Yellowstone |
As Historian for Yellowstone National Park, Lee Whittlesey is renowned for
his knowledge and extensive publications on the natural and cultural history of
this national treasure. Lee will discuss how he uses objects collections and
other information in his research, and maybe even offer some of his favorite
tidbits of park history.

Montana'€CulturalTrustGrant
Presenters —Penny Redli, Kristin Han Burgoyne,
Kevin Kooistra-Manning
Location — Yellowstone I
Come learn about writing the Cultural Trust grant for your museum.

C'monBaby LightMyArtifact:inexpensivé& SafeExhibitLighting
Presenter —Dave Kinsey
Location —Paradise Room
Exhibit lighting is often one of the last things considered in the exhibit
planning process but it should be among the first! Your amazing artifacts may
appear mediocre and could be permanently damaged when incorrectly lit. We will
discuss affordable, simple options that can help solve these problems.

3:00-3:1PM
Break Poolside

3:154:30PM
Conductin@ralHistory
Presenters -Mardell Plainfeather, Kevin Kooistra-Manning
Location —Paradise Room
A quick introduction and how-to on oral histories, followed by stories of our
own experiences in the field.

Nuts& Bolts:
GettingCollectionsSupplieswithoutBreakinghe Bank
Presenter —-Don Williams
Location - Yellowstone |
Mr. Williams will present some tricks of the trade on finding and purchasing
collection care supplies.




4:30-5:30M
DinosaufTrailNews
Presenter: Victor Bjornberg
Location— Paradise Room
Three years ago, the Montana Dinosaur Trail was born. Learn about the
progress over the last three years of this popular tourist road, and find out about
plans for the trail's fourth year and beyond.

MontandadistoricHouseAssociatiormeeting
Location - Yellowstone Room
Join us for a roundtable discussion of issues faced by historic house
museums.

6:00D7:00PM
HappyHour,NoHostBarbBest Western Yellowstone Inn Lounge

7:00PM

Banquet
Scholarship & Yegen Award winners announced, Live Auction.

Auctioneer -Jim Logan
Location: Poolside

8:00PM
Silentactioncloses pickup silentauctionitems

8:30PM
LivingstonGalleryCrawlandPubCrawl - On your own.

Notes




SAURDAVARCS{ 2008

9:00D10:30AM
Affinity GroupRoundtable(s)
Session mediators: MAM board members
Location: Yellowstone Room
Depending on the number of people per topic, we will break out into smaller
groups focusing on specificissues facing museums, such as education, exhibits,
community interaction, or marketing (topics will vary according to attendees'
interests).

MakingYourGift ShopWorkfor You
Presenters —Richard Boyd, Penny Redli
Location —Paradise Room
The presenters will share some tips to make your gift shop relative to your
museum and your mission, while adding funds to your operating budget! Bring
yourmuseums branded itemsto share ideas.

10:30-10:45AM
Break- Poolside

10:45-12:080O0N
The Story Behind the Scenes: Witing Interpretively for Museum Exhibits
Presenter —Carol Leasure
Location — Yellowstone Room
Museum exhibits can create a lasting emotional and intellectual connection
with your visitors. In this session, we will learn how tangible and intangible
qualities relate to universal concepts that can connect to all visitors. We will
develop text and review techniques for museum labels that will satisfy the
browser as well as the in-depth reader.

MuseumAutomobileéStoragePreservatiorandDisplay
Presenters- Harold Olson, John Shevlin
Location —Paradise Room
Many museums have motor vehicles. The objective of this presentation is to
create an appreciation of the vulnerability of these important objects. We will
cover insurance, maintenance, preservation, exhibit and interpretation.

MONTANA
CULTURAL
TRUST ;

Partal funding for this project was provded by a Legsiative Grant



BROCHURE TABLE

Abrochure table will be available during the entire conference. Plan on bringing
your organization's brochures. It's a great way to advertise who you are. If you
have extra photos of your Museum, please bring those as well. The MAM Board
of Directors would like to put together a power point presentation and add photos
tothe MAM website.

SILENT AUCTION:

At both the Annual Conference and the Montana History Conference, the
Museums Association of Montana hosts a Silent Auction. The monies generated
from these auctions goes towards providing scholarships for people to attend the
MAM Annual Conference, as well as providing funding to bring in speakers for
our conference sessions. This year we are providing scholarships (see page 2
for scholarship information). Items for the Silent Auction are provided by the
museum community. Please bring items for the auction and leave them at the
conference registration desk. Thanks for your contributions!!!

PETER YEGEN, JR. AWARD NOMINATIONS DUE

The Museums Association of Montana will present the 2008 Yegen Award
of Achievement at the MAM conference in Livingston, to the person or
group who has made a significant and sustained contribution to the work of
museums in the state of Montana. The award is named after the late Peter
Yegen, Jr., of Billings, founder and first president of the Museums
Association of Montana and first recipient of the award in 1987.

Award nominations need to be postmarked by February 19th. They should
include: 1.) Name of the individual (living or deceased) or organization
being nominated and contact information; 2.) Description of achievements
and; 3.) Name of the person or organization making the nomination and
contact information. Nominations should be sent to: Yegen Award,
Museums Association of Montana, PO Box 1451, Helena, MT 59624



LODGING SUGGESTIONS

ConferencéttendeesleaseNote:

PleasemakeyourReservationby February 5thfor
thebestratesatthe Conferencélotel:

Conferencélotel:
BestWesterrellowstondnn, 1515 West Park Street - (406) 222-6110

Conference Hotel (Restaurant and lounge)
$69 + tax

CountryMotorinn 814 East Park Street - (406) 222-1923
MurrayHote] 201 West Park Street (406) - 222-1350
Parkwaote] 1124 West Park Street - (406) 222-3840
Super8, 7 Centennial Drive - (406) 222-7711
If you have any questions about the conference, please contact:
Pat Roath, MAM Conference Chair at (406) 994-5285
or email: proath@montana.edu
or

Debra Mitchell, MAM Coordinator at (406) 444-4789
or email: dmitchell@mt.gov

S =

SponsorsFirst Interstate Bank of Livingston, Darwin Rabenberg, President;
First Interstate BancSystem Foundation, Inc, Billings; Xanterra Parks and
Resorts, Rick Hoeninghausen, Director of Marketing; Chief Plenty Coups State
Park, Susan Stewart, Curator; Friends of the Yellowstone Gateway Museum,
Rick Van Aken, President; and look for information on other sponsors during the
conference.

SpecialThanks: Rick Van Aken, Sara Jane Rindos and Patty Miller of the
Friends of the Yellowstone Gateway Museum as well as the staff and volunteers;
Jimbo Logan of Logan Auction Service; Livingston Depot Center, Diana Seider,
Director.
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